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Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD)
<p>TheSeoulDeclarationfortheFutureofthelnterneteconomyhasbeenpublished</p>
<aname="eztocl176046 0 0 1"id="eztoc176046 0 0 1"></a><h4>Seoul:19June2008</h4><p>T
heOrganisationforEconomicCo-
operationandDevelopment(<ahref="http://www.oecd.org/home/0,2987,en_2649 201185 1 1 1 1
_1,00.html"target="_blank">OECD</a>)has<ahref="http://www.oecd.org/site/0,3407,en_21571361
usionoftheOECDMinisterialmeetingontheFutureofthelnterneteconomythattookplaceinSeoul,Koreao
nl7and18June2008.</p><p>ThelOpage<ahref="http://www.oecd.org/datacecd/49/28/40839436.p
df'target="_self">declaration</a>statesonpage7:</p><p>7?h)Fostercreativityinthedevelopment,use
andapplicationofthelnternet,throughpoliciesthat:</p><p>*Makepublicsectorinformationandcontent,i
ncludingscientificdata,andworksofculturalheritagemorewidelyaccessibleindigitalformat.?</p><p>Int
heaccompanyingdocumenttitled-
SummaryoftheChaironpage7:</p><p>?Theyagreedthatthecontributionsthatthelnternetandrelated|
CTsmaketoboostingresearchandinnovationareveryimportant. TheynotedtheOECDpolicyguidanceon
digitalcontentandthe OECDCouncilRecommendationonpublicsectorinformationwhichaimstoimprove
theaccesstoanduseofpublicinformationforthebenefitofall. ?</p><p>Intheaccompanyingdocumenttit|
ed-

SHAPINGPOLICIESFORTHEFUTUREOFTHEINTERNETECONOMY (39pages)onpagel8:</p><p
>?Cross-
disciplinary,mutuallyreinforcingpoliciesandinitiativesarenecessarytoboostperformanceandenhancet
helnternet?sroleasanenablerofinnovation.Fourareasrequireparticularpolicyattention:<br/>i)strength
eningtheuseofthelnternetbygovernment,businessandresearchcommunities;<br/>ii)ensuringopenan
dcollaborativemechanisms,includingfordevelopingopenstandardsandinteroperabilityforthelnterneto
fthefuture;<br/>iii)supportingdevelopmentanduseofdigitalcontentandpublic-
sectorinformation;and<br/>iv)encouragingtheuseoftheincreasinglyparticipativewebacrossawidenin
grangeofeconomicandsocialactivities.?</p><p>0npage20:</p><p>Publicorganisationsareamajors
ourceofinformation,anincreasingamountofwhichisdigitisedorproducedindigitalformandcanbere-
usedininnovativewaysforsignificanteconomicandsocialbenefitasoutlinedinthereportonDigitalBroadb
andContent:PublicSectorIinformationandContent.</p><p>TheOECDRecommendationoftheCouncilf
orEnhancedAccessandMoreEffectiveUseofPublicSectorinformation(AnnexF)showsthatwhilecomm
ercialandnon-commercialaccessto,and,re-
useof,publicsectorinformationandcontentisgenerallybecomingmoreopen,obstaclessometimesimpe
deefficientandeffectiveuse,suchasrestrictiveorunclearrulesgoverningaccessandconditionsofre-
use;unclearandinconsistentpricingofinformationifre-
useischargeable;complexandlengthylicensingprocedures;inefficientdistributiontofinalusers;andbarri
erstodevelopmentofinternationalmarkets. Theroleofpublicsectororganisationsascollectors,producer
sanddisseminatorsofpublic-
sectorinformationisnotalwaysclear,particularlyincompetitivemarketareas.</p><p>Specificpolicyreco
mmendationsinclude:</p><ul><li>Maximisingtheavailabilityofpublicsectorinformationforuseandre-
usebaseduponthepresumptionofopennessasthedefaultrule.</li><li>Encouragingbroadnon-
discriminatorycompetitiveaccessandconditionsforre-
useofpublicsectorinformationbyeliminatingexclusivearrangements,andremovingunnecessaryrestric
tionsonthewaysinwhichitcanbeaccessed,used,re-
used,combinedorshared.</li><li>Improvingaccesstoinformationandcontentinelectronicformandover
thelnternet.</li><li>Findingnewwaystodigitiseexistingpublicsectorinformationandcontent,todevelop
?born-
digital?publicsectorinformationproductsanddata,andtoimplementculturaldigitisationprojectswherem
arketmechanismsdonotfostereffectivedigitisation.</li><li>Whenpublicsectorinformationisnotprovide
dfreeofcharge,pricingittransparentlyandconsistentlywithinand,asfaraspossible,acrosspublicsectoror
ganisationssoastofacilitateaccessandre-
useandensurecompetition.</li><li>Whenpublicsectorinformationisnotprovidedfreeofcharge,costsch
argedshouldnotexceedmarginalcostsofmaintenanceanddistribution.Anyhigherpricingshouldbebase
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donclearlyexpressedpolicygrounds.</li><li>Exercisingcopyrightinwaysthatfacilitatere-
use,andwherecopyrightholdersareinagreement,developingsimplemechanismstoencouragewiderac
cessanduse,andencouraginginstitutionsandgovernmentagenciesthatfundworksfromoutsidesources
tofindwaystomaketheseworkswidelyaccessibletothepublic.</li></ul><p>AnnexFIntheaccompanyin
gdocumenttitled?ShapingPoliciesforthefutureofthelnternetEconomyAnnexescontainstheRecomme
ndationoftheCouncilforEnhancedAccessandMoreEffectiveUseofPublicSectorinformation.</p>
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