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European Commission
<p>DigitalEurope:thelnternetMega-trendsthatwillShapeTomorrow'sEurope</p>
<aname="eztoc217149 0 0 1"id="eztoc217149 0 0 1"></a><h4>Brussels:14November2008</h
4><p>VivianeRedingtheMemberoftheEuropeanCommissionresponsibleforinformationSocietyandM
ediadeliveredakeynotespeechtothe<ahref="http://www.eifonline.org/"target="_blank">Europeanint
ernetFoundation</a>SpecialEventtitled:AviewoftheDigitalWorldin2025.</p><p>Thespeech(<ahref=
"http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=SPEECH/08/616&format=HTML&
amp;aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=nl"target="_blank">Speech/08/616/</a>)title
d:DigitalEurope:thelnternetMega-
trendsthatwillShapeTomorrow'sEuropeoutlinesthelnternetMegatrendsas:</p><p>?FirstMegatrend:
ashiftrom"Web2.0forfun"toWeb2.0forproductivityandservices.Web2.0isallaboutsocialn
etworking,whichsofarhasbeenlowdefinitionvideoandentertainmentdriven.ButWeb2.0isnowbeingapp
liedasabusinesstoolandasawayofdeliveringgovernmentservices.Properlychannelled,Web2.0means
connectingmindsandcreativityonascaleneverbeforeimagined.?</p><p>?SecondMegatrend:aphase
shiftromWeb2.0toWeb3.0.Thecomingyearswillseethelnternetmovebeyondbeinganetworktoconnec
tcomputerstogethertobeinganinternetthatconnectseverythingtogether:cars,machinesofallsorts,hous
eholdappliances,energymeters,windows, lights,whateveryoucanthinkof,itcanbeconnected.Thereare
twogreatimplicationsofthisnew"InternetofThings".First,thisnewworldwidewebof"thi
ngsthatthink"willcreateasensorynetworkthatwillallowaleapforwardhumanknowledgeaboutthe
worldwelivein.ltwilllenditselftoallsortsofnewapplicationssuchasenergyefficiency,healthandwelfarese
rvices,efficienttransportandsoon.?</p><p>?ThirdMegatrend:theemergenceofthewirelessweb.Alrea
dytodayapplicationsofwirelesstechnologyareamajordriverofeconomicvalueintheEUeconomy.These
areestimatedat250bn?or2-
3%ofGDPandrising.MoreoveritwirelessisalighthouseofEuropeantechnologicalleadership.Earlynexty
earitisexpectedthatSbnorthreequartersoftheplanet'spopulationwillhaveuseofamobilehandset. Thisis
anunprecedentedtechnologicaldevelopmentexceedingthediffusionratesoftechnologiessuchastelevi
sionorevenpenandpapernotonlyintermsofpenetrationandusebutinitsspeedoftake-
up.?</p><aname="eztoc217149 0 0 2"id="eztoc217149 0 0 2"></a><h4>RelatedePSIplusnew
stopics</h4><p><ahref="/news/news/supporting_innovation"target="_blank">Supportinginnovatio
n</a></p><p><ahref="/news/news/oecd_best_practice_forum"target="_blank">OECDBestPractic
eForum</a></p>
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